METIS SCRIP:
COUPONS, APPLICATIONS AND ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS

In 1870, the Métis children of the Red River Settlement
were promised a land grant by the Manitoba Act. A few

LAND SCRIP - THE GENERAL MODEL, ca. 1906
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years later, their parents were made eligible to receive
scrip coupons valued at 160 dollars. Subsequently, the
Dominion Land Act gave consideration to Métis claims

outside of Manitoba. Between 1885-1924, thousands of

M¢étis individuals appeared before traveling commissions St
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documents, creating a large and complicated paper
trail. The Hlowchart to the right provides the details of
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the face of the documents, many clues allow the reader
to connect with prairie history. A small selection of the
approximately 13,000 Northwest scrip applications are
displayed here on the glass panels.

The term scrip refers to a certificate that entitles an
individual to something of value, in this case a grant of
land. According to government officials then and now,
Métis scrip, ofhicially known as “Haltbreed” scrip, was
1issued to Métis people with the intent of “extinguishing”
Indian title by granting land or money coupons to
individual Métis people, including children and even the
heirs of deceased persons.

Unul

Interior Department controlled the granting and sale of

1930, the federal government through the

Dominion Lands, and consequently, were responsible for
devising and administering the Northwest scrip system.
With the allocation of Dominion Lands, massive grants
were made available to the Hudson’s Bay Company and
railway corporations for sale and speculation. Only about
half of the surveyed township lands were allocated for
homesteading. In theory, scrip could be used by Métis
orantees to obtain title to Homestead Lands.

The applications for scrip are a detailed, unique, and
fascinating historical record. Today, these documents are a
key source for most Métis family genealogies. A successtul
application would result in a certificate, and 1n turn, the
certificate would be exchanged for coupons. Not unlike
stocks and bonds, scrip coupons were printed on high
quality banknote paper. The redemption of coupons for
land was limited to the surveyed southern prairies and
involved several million acres/dollars.

After 1885, the Government of Canada offered Métis
claimants in what s now Saskatchewan, Alberta, northern
Manitoba, and the Northwest Territories two types of
coupons: land or money. The award for children totaled
240 acres/dollars; the adult claimant award was increased
from 160 to 240 acres/dollars in 1899. Land Scrip was
usually doled outastwo separate couponsinunitsof 80 and
160 acres and could be exchanged at par for Homestead
Lands. Money Scrip was granted in units of 80 or 160

CREDIT AND CITATION

2

PHASE APPLIED

PAPER ENTITLEMENT (OTTAWA/IN COUNTRY)

3

PHASE

Scrip
Certificate

Dept. of

the Interior

SUBMITTED

LOCATION (DOMINION LANDS OFFICE)

- ostfggns Dominion
Land Agent
(240 acres) 9
PHASE SUBMITTED
PATENT
Scrip Application to
Coupons Purchase
(240 acres) Dominion Lands
PHASE

CIIDAAITTEMN

ISSUED

ISSUED

: Scrip Lot
Scrip Issue Metis
Coupons
Order (240 acres) Grantee

DELIVERED

Application to
Purchase
Dominion Lands

Métis
Grantee

EXECUTED

Dept. of

! Land Patent
the Interior

IcciirEMm

Métis
Patentee

Department of
the Interior
(Ottawa)

Scrip
Receipt

SIGNED

RETURNED

Land Scrip — The General Model, ca. 1906 Source: Frank Tough and Erin McGregor, Metis Scrip: Treaty Ten Scrip Commission Commemorative Analysis, 3rd edition.

Edmonton: Metis Aboriginal Title Research Initiative — X, 2008: 4.

dollars, and could easily be redeemed—Dby the bearer—
for Homestead Lands. However, the acreage that could
be obtained with a money scrip coupon decreased as the
price of Dominion Lands increased.

Since Homestead Lands could be purchased with cash,
Money Scrip was destined to be sold at less than its face
value. Unless significantly discounted, Money Scrip
coupons held no advantage for a buyer interested in
owning a homestead. Although the prices paid are not
well documented, it would appear that money scrip was
sold for half its face value.

As the price of Dominion Lands increased, a preference
for Land Scrip developed. With an active scrip market,
most of the certificates and coupons ended up in the
hands of property speculators. Many settlers seeking to

A small selection of the approximately 13,000 Northwest scrip applications are displayed here on the glass panels. The work was

curated and designed by artist, Tiffany Shaw-Collinge, with instrumental guidance from Frank Tough, principal investigator, of
the MAP Lab with assistance by Sandy Hoye. In addition to the flow chart above illustrating the general scrip coupon process for

Métis people, Sylvester Baptiste diagram to the right shows an example of an individual’s paper trail in the application process. The

documents supporting this diagram can be found in Group B / Panel #8.

@ Government of Canada, these documents have been reproduced with permission of Library and Archives Canada (2019), on
behalf of the Métis people across the prairies who volunteered their family documents and the Métis Archival Project (MAP) Lab. The
artist would like to thank the Métis people who participated and the Métis Archival Project (MAP) Lab for the supplied documentation

and support of the project. Sources for each document are credited on each glass pane it is associated with in the bottom left corner.

The Métis Archival Project (MAP) Lab 1s a cutting-edge initiative that has resulted in rich databases of historical information that

powers further research into Métis rights and issues. Frank Tough, a Native Studies professor at the University of Alberta, serves as the

Principal Investigator and his curiosity as a historical geographer and economic historian of the fur trade led to the establishment of
the Lab. President Clément Chartier of the Métis National Council has had a long-time interest in the legal and historical complexities

of the scrip system, and was responsible for initiating research relationships with universities, including the MAP Lab. Over the years,
MAP projects have been funded by the Métis National Council, the Social Science and Research Council of Canada, and other Métis

governments and associations.
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Aubichon, Rosalie
Boyer, Helene

Métis Archival Project
Purcell, Brenda
Boyer, William Purcell, Brenda
Callihoo, Adam
Callihoo, Angéle
Cook, Betsey
Foulds, Mary
Gagnon, Florence
Gladue, Christine

Grouette, Antoine

Paquette, Amber
Métis Archival Project
Masiuk, Tony

Paquette, Amber

Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Meétis Archival Project
Métis Archival Project

Grouette, James
Grouette, Jean Baptiste
Hamelin, Monique
Harisson, Thomas Jr
Hyslop, Elizabeth
Janvier, Lucia
Lafournaise, Jean Baptiste
Cuthill, Trevor

M¢étis Archival Project
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Métis Archival Project
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Purcell, Brenda
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
Métis Archival Project
Saunders Dahl, Dawn
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Métis Archival Project
Masiuk, Tony

Perrault-Harrison, Melanie
Stevens, Mary Maud

Stevens, William Richard

Stevens (Meenish), Mary O'Connor
Sylvestre, Baptiste

Taylor, Edward Prince
Tourangeau, Louis

Paquette, Amber and Métis Archival Project

Marjois, Juanita, and Métis Archival Project

Cuthill, Trevor and Métis Archival Project

Moore, Dwight and Métis Archival Project
Moore, Dwight and Métis Archival Project
Moore, Dwight and Métis Archival Project

Saunders Dahl, Dawn and Métis Archival Project

Shaw-Collinge, Tiftany and Métis Archival Project
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obtain Dominion Lands without fulfilling the complicated
homestead duties made use of the scrip system. Dominion
Officials had knowledge of how the system was being
camed. Simply put, paper became land.

In theory, Land Scrip should have initiated a chain of title
in favour of the Métis grantee. With respect to the use of
Land Scripcoupons, the Métisgrantee wasrequiredtogoin
persontoaDominion Land Office to pick outahomestead.
After picking out a specific acreage, an application for a
letter patent would be submitted to Ottawa. If everything
was 1n order, the Interior Department would approve the
homestead application and issue the patent establishing
ownership. However, Métis grantees rarely picked out a
specific homestead in the Dominion Land Office partly
because this lawful requirement often entailed traveling
oreat distances between home communities and the land

office. Instead, the grantees were impersonated; their
presumed interest in the land was obtained by others
through forgery and fraud.

Clearly, this system did not create a collective land
base for the Métis. For decades, the failed relationship
between Mcétis people and the Government of
(Canada was symbolized by the scrip system. Today;
some believe that the main problem of the grants to
the Métis after 1870 was a delay in implementation
by the federal government, while others can
point to dispossession achieved by sharp dealings,
impersonation, and fraud.

-The Métis Archival Project (MAP) Lab
20 August 2019

INDIVIDUAL SCRIP - SYLVESTER BAPTISTE MODEL - 1908 TO 1929

Sylvester Baptiste diagram is an example of an individual’s paper trail in the scrip application process. The documents supporting this

diagram can be found in Group B / Panel #8.
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SOURCE: NAC, RG 15, Vol. 1023, File 1599015; Vols. 1547-1549.

FIGURE 8: Paper trail for Baptiste Sylveter's scrip
Source: Frank Tough and Leah Dorion Report - 1993
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GROUP A / PANEL #2
Aubichon, Rosalie | Source: RG 15 Vol. 997 / 1377, File 1340 786; 8613 1408
Supplied by Métis Archival Project
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Boyer, Helene

Callihoo, Adam

Callihoo, Angéle

GROUP A / PANEL #3

Boyer, Helene | supplied by Brenda Purcell

Boyer, William | supplied by Brenda Purcell

Callihoo, Adam | supplied by Amber Paquette and Métis Archival Project
Calihoo, Angéle | supplied by Amber Paquette and Métis Archival Project




GROUP A / PANEL #4

Cook, Betsey | Source: RG 15 Vol. 557, File 167725; Vols.1374, 1499, 1519
Supplied by Métis Archival Project
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Grouette, Jean Baptiste

Hamelin, Monique

Harisson Jr, Thomas

GROUP A / PANEL #5

Foulds, Mary | supplied by Tony Masiuk

Gagnon, Florence | supplied by Juanita Marois and the Métis Archival Project
Gladue, Christine | supplied by Amber Paquette

Grouette, Antoine | supplied by Dawn Saunders Dahl

Grouette, James | supplied by Dawn Saunders Dahl

Grouette, Jean Baptiste | supplied by Dawn Saunders Dahl (NEED A HIGH RES)
Hamelin, Monique | supplied by Dawn Saunders Dahl

Harisson Jr, Thomas | supplied by Dawn Saunders Dahl
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Grouette James



GROUP A / PANEL #6

Hyslop, Elizabeth | Source: RG 15 Vol. 1454, File 12128-12168
Supplied by the Métis Archival Project



GROUP A / PANEL #7
Janvier, Lucia | Source: RG 15 Vol. 1014, File 152 668
Supplied by the Métis Archival Project
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Linklater, George

Linklater, William

GROUP A / PANEL #8

Lafournaise, Jean Baptiste | supplied by Trevor Cuthill

Lafournaise, Napolean | supplied by Trevor Cuthill and the Métis Archival Project
Linklater, Caroline | supplied by Trevor Cuthill

Linklater, Charlotte | supplied by Trevor Cuthill and the Métis Archival Project
Linklater, George | supplied by Trevor Cuthill and the Métis Archival Project
Linklater, William | supplied by Trevor Cuthill and the Métis Archival Project




